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Concept

MyGarden is a landscaping and reference application tool, created 
to aid both novice and experienced recreational gardeners. Features 
include a visual landscaping tool, a plant comparison tool, a factual 
index of plants and their growth requirements, and automated lists 
based off the user’s favorite plants and current MyGarden. Users 
can search for plants based off name and a variety of characteristics 
ranging from physical traits to growth requirements. 



Usability Testing Summary

For our usability testing, we created a paper prototype of our app, where testers were asked to 
navigate through and conduct a series of tasks. The feedback we recieved suggested that overall 
we needed to simplify. People found the search and navigation flow through the features to be a bit 
overwhelming and complicated. The icons read as a bit distracting and confusing.

We decided to change the ‘MyList’ to ‘Favorites,’ swap the navigation screen for the MyGarden 
screen as our homepage, reduce options for the search feature, redesign the icons, and simplify 
the comparison tool.



The App

The Icon



First time users will come 
across a ‘Log In’ screen where 
they will set up their account with 
MyGarden.

Next users will be prompted 
with a dialogue box explaining 
that the lower screen is a page 
from the Instructions feature of 
the app. Users are to click on 
‘Continue to MyGarden’ in order 
to continue with the app. 
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This is the MyGarden plotting area. Here 
users can drag and drop items from their 
automated navigation lists. 

Users can navigate through and 
add more ‘Gardens’ in this bar.

Users can 
manage gardens, 
garden content 
and preferences 
in ‘Settings.’

These icons serve as 
buttons. To access a tool 
or feature, users simply 
have to tap one of the 
buttons here.

In the sidebar users can 
conduct a search or an 
advanced search. 

By tapping on ‘Greenhouse’ 
users can view the plants 
currently in their garden. 
And by tapping ‘Favorites’ 
or ‘History’, users can view 
and drag plant items from 
automated lists.



To conduct a search, users need only to tap the search bar and a key-
board will pop up. Users can type in a keyword about the plant they 
are searching for, or if they know other characteristics about the plant 
they are trying to find, they can tap on ‘Advanced Search.’ Options for 
plant traits like Season, Color, or Edible will slide down. The user can 
then select trait options as part of characteristics to be included in the 
search. For these options to go away, users tap on Advanced Search or 
the down arrow next to it to hide the options again.    

When users reach their initial 
search result page in the field 
guide, the trait list will show up on 
the sidebar under ‘Anything Else?’ 
Users can choose to conduct their 
search further or select one of the 
results. 



Field GuideResults
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orange flower
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Read More >>

Geographic Location
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Similar Plants >>

The Field Guide 
consists of search 
results and an 
informational index 
of plants. Individual 
pages for each plant 
will contain a botan-
ical illustration, a 
photograph, names 
(popular and latin), 
and a informational 
blurb. Users can se-
lect Read More and 
Similar Plants to be 
redirected to further 
information or a list 
of similar plants.

In the sidebar, users can find 
general information on plant 
care and characteristics.

Users can tap on the heart icon to add a plant 
to their Favorites list, and they can tap on the 
leaf icon to set plants in the Comparison Tool.



The Read More content can be accessed 
by tapping ‘Read More’ on the plant’s indi-
vidual page in the Field Guide. Users can 
listen to audio readings of the text content 
and look at Miscellaneous content such as 
pictures, recipes, or folklore. 

The Similar Plants content can be ac-
cessed by tapping ‘Similar Plants’ on the 
plant’s individual page in the Field Guide. 
Users can choose to tap on a generated 
list of photos and plant descriptions to be 
redirected to the plant’s individual page in 
the Field Guide. 



The Comparison Tool lets users compare the general 
information and visual attributes of two plants side by 
side.

Users can click on 
the leaf icon (when 
the plant is in use 
by the compari-
son tool it’s gray) 
to remove a plant 
from the compari-
son tool. 

Users can click 
here to access the 
‘Read More’ content 
of the plant.
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nsequat. 

To access the Favorites list, users 
can tap the star icon on the menu 
at the bottom of each screen. 

Users can also access Favorites, 
Greenhouse, and History from 
the MyGarden and Notes screens 
by tapping the arrow that appears 
next to the selected list tab.

*The Favorites, History, and Greenhouse list are formatted the same.



Should the user want a place to jot down notes for the future, their own lists, etc., they 
can do this by tapping the Notes tab from the sidebar menu in MyGarden. Users can 
review their notes by scrolling through the screen and add more text by tapping a sec-
tion of the text area. 



To access the Instructions, users 
can tap the information icon on the 
menu at the bottom of each screen. 

Instruction content includes 
screenshots and directions.

Sidebar contains tabs that 
will direct user to screens for 
instructions on each feature 
of the app. 

The Help section will feature 
FAQs and cover common 
Troubleshooting Issues. 




